APPENDIX B
NOP COMMENT LETTERS AND CARDS

Flores, Jerry
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Catherine Lin <cyu@yorba-linda.org>
Friday, May 30, 2014 3:37 PM
Dickman, Jeff
NOP for SAR Extension Project and the OC Bicycle Loop

Hello Mr. Dickman,

I have been appointed as the staff person from City of Yorba Linda to compile all staff and commissioner comments
regarding the Notice of Preparation for the SAR Extension Project and the OC Bicycle Loop. I am writing to inform that
the City of Yorba Linda does not have significant concerns regarding the SAR Extension and the OC Bicycle Loop project
that is underway. One commissioner from our Parks and Recreation Department noted that the location of staging area
is too close to La Palma Avenue. However, no alternative location has been suggested.

Thank you for providing the City of Yorba Linda an opportunity to comment on the Notice of Preparation.

Catherine Lin, AICP
Assistant Planner
City of Yorba Linda
(714)961‐7130
clin@yorba‐linda.org
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Flores, Jerry
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Frank Colver <fcolver@znet.com>
Friday, May 23, 2014 9:00 AM
Dickman, Jeff
'Denny Bean'; 'Frank Colver'; 'Gerald London'; 'Ken Agid'; 'Lauren Ficaro'; 'Max Swancutt,
DDS'; 'Peter Wetzel'; 'Shaw, Tim'; 'Vincent Buck'; Ray Hiemsta
My comments toward the Santa Ana River Parkway Project planning.

Good morning Jeff, coming to you from my desert cabin are my comments for the SAR Parkway Project planning:

Many urban rivers are being rediscovered recently as great resources for non‐motorized boating recreation and riparian
habitat restoration (the two work well together). The Los Angeles River is a prime example where the habitat is being
restored and concurrently the public can boat a certain portion of the watercourse. When the public can paddle down a
river, without driving hundreds of miles to get there, it becomes something close to their hearts (and good ecology).
Many volunteer groups form to periodically clean and remove trash from the river corridor and bring to the governing
agency any problems they see. They can also help with restoration projects. The Santa Ana River (SAR), in Santa Ana
Canyon is just such an excellent resource example and should be utilized as such.

Because of the local presence of the ocean bays, Orange County has a large population of paddle boaters in kayaks,
canoes, and small rafts. The SAR, in the canyon, will someday be open to non‐motorized pleasure boating, it is not a
matter of if, it is just a matter of when. When urban rivers are available for floating recreation it is commonly referred to
as a “Water Trail”. It becomes the water equivalent of the land trails for walking, biking, and equestrian use, but the
paddle craft are the mode of transportation.

In the planning for the Santa Ana River Parkway Project, a place for boat access and egress should be included now. In
river boating terms these locations are referred to as the “put‐in” and “take‐out” points. This should be done at this time
rather than having to add these access facilities after the project is done and the river eventually becomes a public
recreation resource. It would be much better and less expensive to include these to facilities in the project now. All that
needs to be done is to identify the best put‐in and take‐out locations and plan for boat access. Boats could be carried a
short distance from a dirt parking area accessible from a road. In my estimation the put‐in would be near Green River
and the take‐out at or near Yorba Park well above the first weir. Warning signs could be placed there to direct boaters to
get off the river because of a hazard downstream. In summary; two basic locations need to be identified and added to
the planning. These would be the auto access with parking, plus the actual put‐in and take‐out on the river bank. The
latter would be nothing more than a sloping dirt bank with foot trail access.

The river will someday be opened to public water recreation, that actuality needs to be planned for now, not after this
project is complete.

Sincerely,
Frank Colver
Newport Beach
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Flores, Jerry
Subject:

FW: NOP Santa Ana River Parkway

From: wetzer@aol.com [mailto:wetzer@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 11:29 AM
To: Dickman, Jeff
Subject: NOP Santa Ana River Parkway

I am writing to comment on the NOP for the Santa Ana River Parkway and have two comments:

1. While this parkway is a jewel for our county and region, please pay careful attention to flora used in landscaping. As
our climate becomes drier and hotter, we should balance shade-producing trees which may suck water from the stream
with drought-tolerant vegetation which retains the native ambiance. No need for massive replanting; let's make use of
what nature provided.
2. In developing this plan and resource, we should look to areas such as Los Angeles' work on the Los Angeles River
and plan for inclusion of water recreation as part of the plan. Canoeing and kayaking opportunities should be
incorporated into the plan while protecting bird nesting areas.
Peter Wetzel
7217 E. La Cumbre
Orange, CA 92869
wetzer@aol.com
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Flores, Jerry
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tim Wood <twood@extron.com>
Friday, May 02, 2014 10:48 AM
Dickman, Jeff
tim.wood@ishootrunners.com
EIR #619 for the Santa Ana River Parkway Extension Project Feedback

Jeff,

My name is Tim Wood and I am both a resident of the area impacted by the project, and a heavy user of the project. As
a resident, I fully endorse the creation and maintenance of the pathway as it improves the beauty and quality of the
area.

I’ve been using the current bike path for over 25 years. I typically run from my house on Aragon Way to what was the
Coal Canyon undercrossing (and back), two to three times a week, as well as bike and walk it (with dog) on occasion.
I’ve seen all of the changes over the years (the removal of the BMX park, the conversion of the undercrossing, the
flooding of golf course, etc.), and have a deeply vested interest in this section of the path.

I’ve been a witness to the sewer project over the last two years; I was distressed to see the clear cutting of the river bed
recently. It appears that plan is to re‐enforce the river bed in order to reduce erosion – I sincerely hope that it’s done
with the absolute minimum amount of concrete as possible. I’m struck with the irony that there is a major effort
underway to return the LA River to a more natural state at the same time that the opposite appears to be happening
here with the Santa Ana River. I hope not. I ‘m hopeful that all of the vegetation that has been removed is fully
restored.

The current temporary bike path is less than desirable for a couple of reasons (with suggestions for the new pathway):
1) It’s tightly bordered by a chain‐link fence, which makes it dangerous (can catch a bike handle when passing people)
and unaesthetic.
It’s highly desirable that the new pathway use fencing ONLY when absolutely necessary, such as to protect users from
falling into the river, and to protect wildlife (especially mountain lions) from accessing the freeway.
2)

It’s too narrow; passing others is a hazard, and walking or running with a dog is dangerous for all.

It’s desirable that the new pathway width be appropriate to the topology of the route – wider on the uphill and downhill
at Coal Canyon as bikers gain speed and need more room ‐ narrower elsewhere.
3)

It extends too far into the river bed area, thus taking up valuable wildlife habitat.

It’s highly desirable to reduce as much as possible any further encroachment on the wildlife habitat of the river bed.
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4) There are no trashcans other than the one at Canyon RV Park. In fact, the bike path between Gypsum Canyon and
Weir Canyon has exactly one trash can (just west of the Yorba de Lomas East signal). As runner with a dog, you know
these things.
It’s desirable to have trashcans and dog waste stations on the pathway. There is a higher propensity for dog owners to
clean up after their animals if they can easily dispose of it. Trust me, it’s not that fun to carry a bag of poop a couple of
miles while running.
5)

The current path has no dirt border for runners.

Runners prefer packed dirt over pavement (as in done from Gypsum Canyon west on the current bike path), however, it
must be planned judiciously as it potentially further encroaches on the wildlife habitat area

Not in the scope of this project, but worth noting nonetheless:
1) It would be an significant improvement to have a branch of the Pathway cross over the river to the Chino Hills State
Park. This could be done at the edge of Green River Golf course or by way of the golf course entrance. This would
dramatically increase use of the State Park by runners, mountain bikers and hikers.
2) It would be desirable to include informational signs at Coal Canyon explaining areas of interest in Coal Canyon (the
waterfall, the Tecate Cypress Trees, etc.)

I cannot attend the hearing on the 10th, but if you have any questions about my comments or want further details,
please contact me.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback.

Tim Wood
25540 Aragon Way
Yorba Linda, CA
92887
Cell: (714) 264‐5122

_____
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Statement Of Confidentiality:
This electronic message transmission, and all attachments, contains information from Extron Electronics which is
confidential and privileged. The information is for the exclusive viewing or use of the intended recipient. If you are not
the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by a "reply to
sender only" message and destroy all electronic and hard copies of the communication, including attachments.
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